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March 26, 2018 
 
Dear Bonnie, 
 
Approximately six years ago, our school, Archbishop Ryan High School, reached out to the 
Penn Literacy Network as we struggled to understand how we could help our students with 
content area reading comprehension.  We went into our discussions with PLN focused on 
our idea of literacy that began and ended with reading.  Over the next three years, a small 
portion of our teachers took PLN courses and we also had multiple day-long professional 
development sessions for all of our faculty.  During that time, we grew in our 
understanding of literacy and saw how reading, writing, speaking, and listening across all 
content areas could impact student learning in profound ways.  Our classrooms became 
more interactive, our students became more engaged, and our teachers became more 
creative.  The strategies that we learned became integral parts of everyday lessons and 
teachers in every discipline found ways to have students interact with texts and with each 
other daily.  It was an exciting journey. 
 
We have been able to create a culture of literacy at our school with a vibrant Literacy 
Team who continues to share PLN practices and we are excited to continue our course 
work and large scale professional development with PLN next year.  We have seen to 
benefits of the PLN approach and our commitment to it has born fruit.  This past year we 
raised our SAT English Reading and Writing score to above the National Average.  We are 
very proud of this and very thankful to PLN and its wonderful staff for the part they 
played in helping us to create a stronger and even more impactful educational experience 
for our students. 
 
We look forward to our continued partnership. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

    
 
 
Joseph McFadden                      Nancy Kurtz 
Principal       Asst. Principal for Academic Affairs    
 


