
This course empowers teachers to help students tap into their personal stories. Giving students the skills 
and opportunities to write from a personal place enables them to build their writing skills across all 
academic areas. Structured to provide participants with the resources, support and applications of 
technology that facilitate and inspire student writing, course participants engage in thoughtful uses of 
technology that reflect the interactive world that students experience. Online collaborative writing and 
publishing sites, as well as tools for curating and saving resources are explored. 
 
Bridging the Gap: Reading Critically and Writing Meaningfully to get to the Core by Lesley Roessing 
serves as the primary text. Participants also read The Gold Mailbox by Beth Schulman, a heartfelt 
memoir of struggle and resilience as the "mentor" text to Roessing’s book. The PLN frameworks 
provide the theoretical foundation for this course: The Four Lenses of Learning and The Five Reading, 
Writing and Talking Processes. These evidence-based frameworks shape how participants examine texts 
as they reflect on classroom memoir writing lessons. Participants should purchase both texts prior to the 
beginning of the course.

A New Fully Online 
Class for K-12 

Educators:

*This course is being offered by The University of Pennsylvania’s Graduate School of Education through The Penn Literacy 
Network. The course is 4.5 continuing education graduate credits and is one semester in length. The course takes place in an 
online format using Schoology. Participants must obtain a Penn Key through the University to access all university systems. 

Register Online:http://tinyurl.com/gv698ol 
Email: gsepennlit@pobox.upenn.edu with any questions, and to confirm your registration. 

www.gse.upenn.edu/pln 

@PennLitNetwork

Penn Literacy Network

Special Discounted Tuition Rate: 
$1,950  
$1,850 

**Register by May 1, 2019** 

PLN 18D: Writing from Within - 
Developing Strong Writers in the Digital Classroom 

(4.5 Continuing Education Graduate Credits) 
July 15-November 15 2019

To purchase the course texts:                          
The Gold Mailbox: https://www.amazon.com/Gold-Mailbox-

Beth-Schulman/dp/0997906502
              

Bridging the Gap: https://www.amazon.com/Bridging-Gap-
Reading-Critically-Meaningfully/dp/147581092X

Facilitators: Joan Cusano & Beth Schulman 
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